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“They treat us
with dignity.”

Gary and his family have been welcomed with open arms at Southeast Gwinnett Coop where they receive groceries each month. The Co-op partners with the Atlanta
Community Food Bank to help families through tough times. (Photo: Allison Young)
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to make ends meet. When their son
and grandchildren needed to come
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family sought help. They found it at
Southeast Gwinnett Co-op, a partner
agency of the Atlanta Community
Food Bank.
“We could either pay the bills or we

Gary and Lynda’s son, Steve, said
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are my world. The fact that there’s
somebody that cares enough to
reach out and give the way you
guys have is huge. It allows me to
not stress about things that are

rebuilding my business.”
Gary volunteers with the Co-op
to return the kindness he’s received.
“This place has been such a blessing
to me, to my family. You see what
they do, the way they
make you feel - it really
makes you realize,
it’s not that bad.”
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Dear Friends,
There’s just something about the
promise of a new year. It’s a time
when we feel hopeful for the future.
the stories of people you’ll meet in
this issue of Foodsharing, the first of
2018. Because of blessings they’ve
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Lillian is grateful for the monthly food box she receives at Cascade United Methodist
Church, a partner agency of the Atlanta Community Food Bank. The box is provided
to 3,716 seniors each month through USDA’s Commodity Supplemental Food
Program, in collaboration with the Food Bank and participating food programs that
assist seniors. (Photo: Allison Young)
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That feeling of hope is expressed in

hope to others. Gary volunteers at
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Thank you to our
generous sponsors!
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event. Gates are open from 12-4

Atlanta Community Food Bank and

p.m., with the walk and run starting

five other organizations with hunger

at 2 p.m. Visit HungerWalkRun.org to
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day through her job here at the Food
I feel hopeful each time I hear
stories like theirs. Our work makes a
big difference in people’s lives, but
it couldn’t be accomplished without
your help. One great way to continue
your support is our annual Hunger
Walk Run on Sunday, February 25th.
You can find event details on page 3.
I look forward to seeing thousands
of you coming together on that day
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With thanks,
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Kyle Waide, President & CEO

The former homeowner became an
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They’ve done their time here on this
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earth, let them go with us looking

Food Box Relieves Burdens
Last year, help for Lillian’s food
budget just happened to come
from the two organizations
she volunteered for: the Food
Bank and Cascade United
Methodist Church. Each

out for them.’ It’s a beautiful thing to
do.” She spreads that kind of beauty
herself by continuing to volunteer
for the homeless through her church.
And she hopes to volunteer again
at the Food Bank. “It’s my nature to
help somebody else. If God blessed
me, I should bless somebody else.”
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The Gift of
Hope Defines
Her Path
Jilleyn Steverson is passionate
about helping people who struggle
with hunger. In her role as Community
Food and Resource Center Manager
at the Atlanta Community Food Bank,
she gets to make a difference in their
lives. That means everything to her
because there was a time when her
own family needed help.

“I know what it’s like
to feel there’s no
way out and then
have someone reach
out their hand…”

Jilleyn Steverson has been a Food Banker for nine years, serving first with
the Birmingham Food Bank and then with the Atlanta Community Food
Bank. Her job gives her the opportunity to extend the same kind of hope
that she once received. (Photo: Allison Young)
aunt learned the burden my mother
was carrying. She went to the store
and filled our kitchen cabinets with

“After my parents divorced, Mom
worked two jobs. We lived in
HUD housing and were just a few
dollars over the threshold for food
assistance. She had to make tough
choices. I vividly remember her hitting
the floor after passing out because
she hadn’t eaten in so long to ensure
I had enough food,” said Jilleyn.
“That moment and what unfolded
truly defined my path. That day, my

Bank. “I really couldn’t imagine not
working for this cause,” said Jilleyn.
“I know what it’s like to feel there’s

food. After that, my mother found a

no way out and then have someone

food pantry we could use not too far

reach out their hand and say, ‘Hey,

from where we lived. We were blessed

this way, I’ll help you.’ Something

over the years with many people that

about that creates this whole sense

came into our lives.”

of gratitude and thankfulness that

I Want Somebody Else to Feel Like
This
After college, Jilleyn worked at the
Birmingham Food Bank and later
joined the Atlanta Community Food

people care. It’s just that feeling that
wells up inside. ‘You know what, I
want somebody else to feel like this.’
In a time when it’s hopeless, just
somebody reaching out a hand gives
you hope — and hope’s big.”

My Donation
2750

YES, I want to help provide hungry Georgians with
nutritious food so they can lead healthy lives.
$35

$100

$250

$500

$1,000

Other

I commit to a monthly gift of $______. My first gift is enclosed.

Please charge my gift on my credit card:

Name

Card Number

Address

Name on Account

City 				State 		Zip

Telephone Number

Email

Signature

VISA

MC

AMEX

DISC

Please make your check payable to: Atlanta Community Food Bank | P.O. Box 105263, Atlanta, GA 30348-5263 | Give online at acfb.org

